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The Clark County Soil and Water Conservation District is looking for persons with an interest in natural resources man-
agement who would like to serve as a district official.  Candidates are being sought for an elected seat on the district’s 
five-member board of supervisors.  Term of office runs from January 2024 through January 2027. 

Clark County SWCD is a legal subdivision of state government responsible for the protection, conservation and wise use 
of the soil, water and related natural resources within the county.  Working cooperatively with federal, state and local 
agencies and organizations, the district brings educational, technical and financial as-
sistance to bear on the conservation problems of the county. 

Activities of the district are directed by the five supervisors, three who are elected by 
the local landusers and two appointed by the State Soil Conservation Board.  Meeting 
on the first Thursday of each month, the supervisors plan and oversee the efforts 
aimed at fulfilling the district’s responsibilities, which include: 

 Assessing natural resources management needs within the county; 

 Developing and implementing policies and programs that address those assessed 
needs; 

 Carrying out program initiatives given to SWCDs by state and federal government (e.g., the review of farm conser-
vation plans and construction site erosion/sediment control plans and the inspection of landfills for erosion control); and, 

 Advising local government on natural resource management issues. 

Candidates for Clark County SWCD’s elected-supervisor position must be of voting age, must be an occupier of a tract 
of land located in Clark County, and must maintain permanent residence within the county.  For more information about 
Clark County SWCD, its programs, supervisor duties and qualifications, or to register as a candidate, visit the district 
office at 9608 Highway 62, Charlestown, IN, or call 812-256-2330, ext.3.  Deadline to register as a candidate is Novem-
ber 24, 2023. 
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Dates to Note 

9/4/23—Labor Day Holiday 

9/7/23—SWCD  Board Meeting 

10/5/23—SWCD Board Meeting 

11/2/23—SWCD Board Meeting 

11/7/23—Election Day, SWCD closed 

11/10/23—Veterans Day holiday, SWCD closed 

11/23-24/23—Thanksgiving holiday, SWCD 
closed 

12/7/23—SWCD Board Meeting 

12/22 & 25/23—Christmas holiday, SWCD of-
fice closed 

Rent our Equipment 

No-Till Drill - $8 per acre 

Outback S2 Guidance Systems - 

$10 per day 

Call 812-256-2330, ext. 3 for 

scheduling 

Stop by our office and sign an 

Equipment Rental Agreement 
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Report Wilting Sassafras 

Since 2019, wilting Sassafras trees have been observed in the Midwest.  Most re-
ports of wilt have been from southern Indiana (Monroe and Brown County).  There 
have also been reports from Missouri.  In Ohio, Spicebush, a tree related to Sassa-
fras, has been reported to wilt in the same manner.  Ambrosia beetles carrying a 
fungus have been implicated in causing the wilt, which can result in the death of 
both young and adult sassafras trees.  

Purdue University is requesting people to keep an eye out for evidence of Sassafras 
Wilt in Indiana in order to better understand and manage this 
problem.  They do not know the full range of this problem, and 
need help looking for wilting trees.  If you see symptoms simi-
lar to the ones described in the pictures to the right, please con-
tact Olivia Bigham at Purdue University 
at sassafras.wilt@gmail.com, or scan the QR code given here.  
Taking a few photos of the healthy and unhealthy sassafras in 
the area and describing the location will assist Purdue when 
responding to emails.  

“Noodles” from beetle activity 

Wilting symptoms start in late summer. 
Leaves brown, wilted, and drooped. 

Healthy Sassafras tree 

Staining under the bark 
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To find out more, contact Drew McCutchan, District Conservationist, Clark County,  
at 812-256-2330, ext. 3463 

NRCS—5 Steps to Assistance 

Do you farm and want to make improvements to the land that you 
own or lease? 
Natural Resources Conservation Service offers technical and finan-
cial assistance to help farmers, ranchers and forest landowners. 

Planning 

To get started with NRCS, we recom-
mend you stop by your local NRCS 
field office.  We’ll discuss your vision for your land.  

NRCS provides landowners with free technical assistance, or advice, for their 
land.  Common technical assistance includes:  resource assessment, practice de-
sign and resource monitoring.  Your conservation planner will help you determine 
if financial assistance is right for you. 

Application 

We’ll walk you through the application process.  To get started 
on applying for financial assistance, we’ll work with you: 

 To fill out an AD 1026, which ensures a conservation plan is 
in place before lands with highly erodible soils are farmed.  
It also ensures that identified wetland areas are protected. 

 To meet other eligibility certifications. 

Once complete, we’ll work with you on the application, or CPA 1200.  Applications for most programs are accepted on 
a continuous basis, but they’re considered for funding in different ranking periods.  Be sure to ask you local NRCS dis-
trict conservationist about the deadline for the ranking period to ensure you turn in your application in time. 

Eligibility 

NRCS will take a look at the applications 
and rank them according to local re-
source concerns, the amount of conserva-
tion benefits the work will provide and 
the needs of applicants. 

If you don’t have a farm tract number, you can get one from USDA’s Farm Service Agency.  You only need a farm tract 
number if you’re interested in financial assistance. 

Ranking 

As part of the application process, we’ll check to see if you are eligible.  To do this, 
you’ll need to bring: 

 An official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID) 

 A property deed or lease agreement to show you have control of the property; 
and  

 A farm tract number. 

Implementing 
If you’re selected, you can choose whether to sign the contract for the work to be 
done. Once you sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards and specifications for 
completing the practice or practices, and then you will have a specified amount of 
time to implement.  Once the work is implemented and inspected, you’ll be paid the 
rate of compensation for the work if it meets NRCS standards and specifications. 
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SWCD Supporters….we thank you! 

Indiana Land Company 
Dan Cristiani Excavating      New Washington State Bank 
Farm Credit Mid-America     Wright Brothers Implement Sales, Hardware & General Store 
Jim O’Neal Ford       Sanders Farm Service LLC    
       

District activities and programs will be made available to all citizens, regardless of race, color, religion, gender, national 
origin, marital status or disability. 

9608 Highway 62 
Charlestown, IN  47111 
812-256-2330, ext. 3 

Fax: 855-391-1921 (toll free) 

C L A R K  C O U N T Y  
S O I L  A N D  W A T E R  

C O N S E R V A T I O N  
DISTRICT  

Return Service Requested 

We announced last newsletter that the Clark County SWCD 
would be applying for a Section 319 implementation grant 
this fall to fulfill missed funding opportunities by landown-
ers in the Silver Creek, and Fourteen Mile Creek/Goose 
Creek-OH River watersheds.  Our application has now been 
submitted, and if approved, cost-share 
funds will be available to landowners in 
either of the watershed areas in late 2023 
or early 2024. 

In order to get “off and running” with 
this grant project, we’re asking landown-
ers with potential interest in installing 

practices within the watershed areas to 
please contact our office.  We’ll just 
need your contact info, and what prac-
tices you’re interested in, and then we 
will notify you when our project starts.  
No obligation required! 

You may stop by our office at 9608 
Hwy. 62, Charlestown, phone us at 812-256-2330, ext. 3., 
or send an email to melanie.davis@in.nacdnet.net.  We look 
forward to hearing from you! 

Interested in Cost-Share Funds? Tree Seedling Orders Being Taken 
Tree seedlings will once more be available to Indiana 
landowners this year through the IDNR Division of For-
estry nursery in Vallonia, IN.  These trees may be used 
for reforestation, erosion control, wildlife habitat devel-
opment, watershed improvement, wetlands enhancement, 
windbreak, or other conservation purposes.  Any individ-
ual may purchase seedlings as long as that person agrees 
to plant them in Indiana for conservation plantings; plant 
materials cannot be redistributed or resold for profit.   
 
Orders will be accepted October 2, 2023-May 1, 2024 
(depending on inventory) for standard spring pickup.  
Telephone, fax and mail orders are accepted (no email 
orders).  Orders may also be submitted online at 
www.INForestryX.com.  Seedling cost ranges from $33-
$45/100 depending on species.  More information on the 
seedlings and ordering process can be found at 
www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/. 
 
Help in deciding which species to plant may be obtained 
from Clark County’s District Forester, Maddie West-
brook.  She may be contacted at her office, (812) 346-
2286, or by email at mwestbrook@dnr.IN.gov. 


