Dates to Note

® 6/6/24—SWCD monthly board meeting
® 6/20/24—Summer begins

o 7/4/24—Independence Day, SWCD office
closed

o 7/12-7/20/24—Clark County 4-H Fair

o 7/15-18/24—SWCD Exhibit Area open
during 4-H Fair, 6-8 p.m.

® 8/1/24—SWCD Monthly Board Meeting
o 8/21/24—Yard Sprouts Workshop #4

e 9/2/24—Labor Day, SWCD office closed
® 9/5/24—SWCD monthly board meeting

Rent our Equipment
No-Till Drill - $10 per acre
$715 minimum charge
$100 out-of-county use charge

Outback S2 Guidance Systems -
$10 per day

Call 812-256-2330, ext. 3 for

scheduling

Stop by to sign a rental

agreement

Inside this issue:

Sign Up for Continuous CRP 2
Have you seen...? 3
Last Holistic Gardening Workshop 3
SWCD Announces 4-H Fair Activities 4

Conservation
Quarterly

Summer 2024
CLARK COUNTY SOIL AND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Ready to Fish?

Summer is upon us, the weather is warming up (and staying that way!),
school is out, and anglers are heading to Indiana’s lakes, streams, and riv-
ers to enjoy some fishing. With a few exceptions, a valid fishing license
issued by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources is required to fish
in public waters in Indiana. An individual may not take another individual
sport fishing for hire on public waters, including boundary waters like
Lake Michigan, without a fishing guide license.

A licensee must hold an ink-signed copy of a license while fishing, signed
electronic copies are acceptable. You must present the license to an Indi-
ana Conservation Officer (or any other authorized law enforcement offi-
cial) upon request. There are fines and penalties for fishing without a li-
cense. To legally fish for or take trout and salmon
from public waters, you must have a valid trout/
salmon stamp and a valid fishing license.

To qualify for resident fishing licenses, a person
must have established a true fixed and permanent

home and primary residence in Indiana for 60 con- Bluegill
; ; ; ; S to 9 vertical bars on sides,
secutive days prior to purchasing a license or per- 7=/ tiscalin o T it

mit and may not claim residency for fishing, hunt-  ne margin, dark spot at rear
ing, or trapping in another state or country. All oth- of dorsal fin.
er people are considered nonresidents.

Indiana residents must be at least sixty four
(64) years of age to be eligible to buy a
Senior Annual or Senior Fish for Life Li-
cense. The Senior Fish for Life License is
valid for the rest of the holder's life and in-
cludes the trout/ salmon stamp. Indiana resi-
dents who were born before April 1, 1943,
do not need a fishing license when fishing
in Indiana waters.

o

Channel Catfish

24 to 29 rays in rounded anal fin,
caudal fin is deeply forked, dark
spots on sides when young.

How to Purchase a License

Go to on.IN.gov/INHuntFish. Options will be
given there to purchase online, in-person, by
mail, and by phone. If you have questions or
concerns, call DNR Customer Service at 317-
232-4200 or 877-463-6367 (toll-free). Hours of
operation are 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. ET, Monday
through Friday.

Smallmouth Bass
Upper jaw does not extend
beyond back of eye.



Signup for Continuous Conservation Reserve Program Continues

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) began accepting applications for the Continuous Con-

servation Reserve Program (Continuous CRP) signup on Jan. 12, 2024. USDA’s Farm Service

Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers and landowners interested in conservation oppor-

tunities for their land in exchange for yearly rental payments to consider the enrollment options

available through Continuous CRP, which also includes the Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP) offered by FSA partners. Addi-
tionally, producers participating in CRP can ap-
ply to re-enroll if their contracts will expire this
year.

- FSA Administrator, Zach Ducheneaux says,
“Continuous CRP is one of the best conservation
= tools we can provide producers and landowners.
& Whether a producer wants to focus on water
quality benefits or work with one of our partners
to address a natural resource concern in their
area, the program offers many options to help
meet resource conservation goals.”

To submit an offer, producers should contact the
FSA at their local USDA Service Center by July
31, 2024, in order to have an offer effective by
Oct. 1, 2024. To ensure enrollment acreages do not exceed the statutory cap, FSA will accept offers
from producers on a first-come, first-served basis and will return offers for approval in batches
throughout the year.

Additionally, producers with acres enrolled in Continuous CRP set to expire Sept. 30, 2024, can
offer acres for re-enrollment beginning Jan.12, 2024. A producer can both enroll new acres into
Continuous CRP and re-enroll any acres expiring Sept.30, 2024.

FSA water quality practices, such as riparian buffers, prairie strips, grassed waterways, and wet-
lands, will receive an additional 20% incentive. Buffer practices have a positive impact on water
quality. Additionally, the Climate-Smart Practice Incentive launched in 2021 is also available in
the Continuous signup.

There are several enrollment options within Continuous CRP, including:

« CREP: Working with conservation partners, CREP leverages federal and non-federal funds to
target specific state, regional, tribal, or nationally significant conservation concerns.

« State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE): The initiative restores vital habitat in order to
meet high-priority state wildlife conservation goals.

« Highly Erodible Lands Initiative (HELI): Producers and landowners can enroll in CRP to es-
tablish long-term cover on highly erodible cropland that has a weighted erodibility index (EI)
greater than or equal to 20.

« Farmable Wetlands Program: Producers and landowners can enroll land in CRP to restore pre-
viously farmed wetlands and wetland buffers, improving both vegetation and water flow.

o Clean Lake Estuaries and Rivers (CLEAR) Initiative and CLEAR30: This initiative priori-
tizes and offers additional incentives for water quality practices on the land that, if enrolled,
will help reduce sediment loadings, nutrient loadings and harmful algal blooms. Through
CLEAR30, a component of this initiative, these additional incentives for adoption of water
quality practices can be accessed in 30-year contracts.

Producers interested in this program may contact the Clark County USDA Service Center at (812)
256-2330, ext. 2, for more information, and enrollment procedures.
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Have you seen these rare salamanders?
If caught, cut the line, release unharmed, and email
HerpSurveys@dnr.IN.gov or call 812-334-1137.

Mudpuppies
Species of Special Concern
« Aquatic salamanders
gat can reach 16" in

« Found throughout
Indiana

« Live in lakes, rivers,

and streams

Hellbenders
Ea State Endangered Species
- « Aquatic salamanders; can reach 22" in length
=t « Last known population in the Blue River
=] - Prefer cool, rocky, swift streams
ABOUT REPTILES e
AND AMPHIBIANS endangeredwildlife.IN.gov by i
7 1
workshop
Clark County’s newly formed S.O.I.L Health Team is HOW TO UTILIZE HOLISTIC PLANTING AND
hosting the last of its four-part series of workshops on MAINTENANCE PRACTICES IN GARDENING

how to utilize holistic planting and maintenance prac-
tices in gardening on August 21, 2024. The Team is
a partnership of the Clark County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD), Purdue Extension
Clark County, and Clarksville Parks & Recreation,
and promotes Sustainability, Qutreach, Innovation,
and Leadership in Clark County.

August’s workshop focuses on putting your garden to

bed, cover crops, season extension for fall, and cool light refreshments provided
crops.
Love plants and want to keep
. .14 _ @ Endris Lodge, Lapping Park, gardening into the fall? This
There is no charge to attend the workshop; light re s bapegicni B

workshop is for you!

freshments will be provided. The workshop will be I
held at Endris Lodge, Lapping Park, 2404 Greentree R o cacuss Hew o extons eur

growing season by selecting

N, Clarksville, IN, from 6-8 p.m. To register, contact e el o ox f Blant snetics that llLeleonter

the SWCD office at (812) 256-2330, ext. 3, or visit EBEQR ot tothetight weather, how to put your garden

WWW.ClaI'kSWCd.OI'g. “to bed” when growing is done,
® Date TBA - SPROUTFEST - Blooming, and much more!

Grooving, & Growing Together

Brought to you by the Clark County S.0.1.L Health Team (Pi i ity, Outreach, ion, & L ipin
Clark County) in partnership with Indiana Urban Soil Health, Purdue Extension, and Clarksville Parks & Recreation
Activities and programs will be made available to all citizens, regardless of race, color, religion, gender, national origin,
marital status or disability.
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SWCD Supporters....we thank you!

Dan Cristiani Excavating
Jim O’Neal Ford

Indiana Land Company
Wright Brothers Implement Sales, Hardware & General Store

SWCD Announces 4-H Fair Activities

The annual Clark County 4-H Fair will be held July 12-
20, 2024, and the Clark County SWCD supervisors and
staff are busy making preparations. We would like to
invite you to stop by our Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Facility (located at the
rear of the Fairgrounds),
visit with our guests, and
enjoy the following pro-
grams we have scheduled:

Monday, 7/15, 7 p.m.—
No-Till Drill Workshop.
Come learn about the bene-
fits to the environment that the no-till seeding

method provides, and be introduced to our new
John Deere 10 ft. drill!

Tuesday, 7/16, 7 p.m.—Take
Fight Raptors program. Mark
Booth is back with his raptors that
9 make their home in Indiana. ‘

Y Wednesday, 7/17, 7 p.m.—Silly

Safaris will be on hand with
live animals for an entertain-
ing and informative show.

Thursday, 7/18, 7 p.m.—
Drones with Heidi Potter,
Purdue Extension. Learn how to operate a drone, and
how they can be used in farming situations.

Thursday, 7/18, 6-8 p.m.—Beekeeping Keith Grif-
fiths, founder of Beeing2gether Louisville, KY), will be
on hand throughout the
evening to answer any
questions you have about
beekeeping, and/or
introduce you to the
hobby.

2gether

We will have plenty of displays in our outside
 common area to view, and our soil health tunnel
to walk through. Come visit us!

District activities and programs will be made available to all citizens, regardless of race, color, religion, gender, national
origin, marital status or disability.



